
 

 

First Female Firefighter Retires    

        City Newsletter  

òA lot of people worked to coordi-

nate this project and get it going,ó 

stated Haldenwanger.  Once they 

officially became the first 1st Re-

sponse Team in May 1982, she be-

came the liaison between the Re-

sponse Team and Morrison County 

Public Health.  Since they were 

the pilot team, they helped Morri-

son County Public Health develop 

other First Response Teams in the 

county.  As a result they became 

training officers to assist new 

teams getting started.   

òIt was so different when we first 

started.  Each      (Contõ page 2) 

Bernie Haldenwanger was on 

Royaltonõs Fire Department for 24 

years.  She originally was asked by 

Mayor George Stockman to help 

start a First Response Team in 

1981.  òI can put a band aid on 

just as well as anyone else was my 

first thought, and later realized 

how much more there was to it!ó 

replied Haldenwanger.  Working 

with Nancy Olson from St. 

Gabrielõs Emergency Room and 

Maryann Blade,  Morrison Countyõs 

Public Health Director, Halden-

wanger helped to organize the 

very first 1st Response Team in 

Morrison County in 1982. 
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Over 100 people attended Community Mtg

The Royalton Area Community Vision Gathering Meeting had a great 
turnout at their June 15th fish dinner, and the results are in.  The goal 

of the meeting was to collect ideas to improve our community.   

Thanks goes to the Initiative Foundation who gave the City of Royalton a 
Grant to develop the capacity of citizens to create a locally shared vi-
sion and plan, and to mobilize local and regional assets to implement 

that plan.   

The meeting was divided into three parts: finding the Communityõs as-
sets, learn about the Communityõs challenges and discovering the Com-

munityõs biggest desires. 

The top two desired outcomes were a family restaurant and a larger 
park with possible bike trails, water park, walking trails, etc.  For all the 

details, visit www.RoyaltonMn.com and click on Current Issues .  

To Place an Ad or  

Submit an Article  

Call City Hall at  

584-5900 or email 

clerk@royaltonmn.com 



 

 

Responder had their own individual trauma 

bags and responded to a call directly from 

their own homes.  A van was donated, by Rick 

Kowalczyk to the Response Team to transport 

some of the new equipment they received.  

òThe Fire Department graciously let us use 

their building and we started responding from 

a base,ó said Haldenwanger,   òFrom that 

point, we become a much more organized and 

efficient team.ó  

Then several Royalton firefighters asked Hal-

denwanger to join their department as a fire-

fighter.  She said it took her about a year to 

finally decide to say okay.  

In 1985 Haldenwanger became the first female 

firefighter in Morrison County.  

The ôturn-outõ gear they were handed was 

from the person who just retired.  

òMy ôturn-outõ gear came from 

Frank Plumski when he retired.  

He was a big, tall man and his 

boots were size 12.  I had to stuff 

rags in my boots to make them 

fit,ó said Haldenwanger.  She said 

that all the firefighters were ex-

cited when they got new light -

weight (40 lb.)  turn -out gear in 

1986.   

Being the only female firefighter 

in the department made her a lit-

tle uneasy at first.  òI did my job 

as a firefighter and safety officer 

and I was always treated like a  

firefighter and not a woman.ó 

stated Haldenwanger.  

The people on the fire department were great 

to work with, acknowledged Haldenwanger.  

Everyone pulled their own weight physically 

and mentally.  òI believe the Royalton Fire De-

partment is one of the top notch departments 

in Morrison County.ó  

Current Fire Chief, Tom Weinand, stated, 

òBernie always watched for everybodyõs safety 

on all our calls.  She will definitely be missed.ó 

Currently, Bernie has been the Emergency 

Medical Services (EMS) Education Director at 

Anoka Technical College for the last 14 years.  

Prior to her position as EMS Education Director, 

she taught in the St. Cloud Technical Collegeõs 

EMS Program for 9 years.   Bernie has 4 children 

and loves to dote on her 4 grandchildren.   

Firefighter                       Cont. from page 1  
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From the Mayor & Council  

Our city Public Works de-
partment is installing new 
water meters throughout 
town. The progress is going 
great. We need help from 
some residents. If no one is 
home at your house during 

the day, please contact the City office (584 -
5900) and make arrangements for the Public 
Works department to get into your 
home in the evening or on the week-
end to install the water meter. The 
new meters have remote readers mak-
ing the job of reading meters faster 

and more accurate.  

 
We have good news to report. Because the 
City of Royalton has a population of less than 
1,000, we will not lose any Local Government 
Aid - the money from the State of Minnesota 
that is used to help fund the cityõs general 
fund. The Council worked diligently to find 
ways to cut expenses in the budget. We con-
sidered closing the City Hall on Fridays, but 
decided that the energy cost savings would not 
offset the inconvenience to residents so the 

office remains open on Fridays.  

 
As part of our overall focus on savings we did 
an energy audit and are making several small 
changes to reduce our energy usage. New LED 
traffic lights are being installed, some lights 
have been removed in the city office, and mo-
tion sensor lights are being installed in public 
restrooms.  

 

Itõs summer and the grass grows quickly! Each 
spring the city focuses on cleaning up our city. 
We do a citywide Clean Up Day offering resi-
dents a chance to haul out brush, leaves and 
debris. Please be proactive. Check your yard 
and if the grass is 8 inches or taller, it needs 

to be cut. If you have trees or brush that need 
to be taken out, please check at City Hall for 
a key to the compost site. If you have debris 

in your yard, please remove it.  

 

Clark Mosquito Control is providing service to 
the city again this year. The schedule for 
spraying is on the city website 

www.royaltonmn.com . 
There is also a link to the 
Clarke Mosquito Control 
website for anyone having 
questions relating to the 
products or services pro-

vided.  

The city website provides the results from the 
Healthy Community Partnership vision gather-
ing. It was wonderful to see so many area resi-
dents attend and share their ideas about how 

to make our community even better.  

 

Thanks to everyone for making Royalton a 

great place to live!  

 

Mayor Andrea Lauer 

Council Members Al Libke, Ron Verley,  

Jake Klosowski, & Mary Gutzkow 

òWe have good news to 

report...we will not lose any 

local Government Aid this 

year.ó ~Mayor Lauer 

        City Newsletter  

http://www.royaltonmn.com/


 

 

Tips From Royalton Fire & Rescue  
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 A-Airway  Open Airway. Head 
tilt, and chin lift.  
 B-Breathing Pinch nose and give 
two breaths. Make sure the chest 
rises. 

C-Circulation  Pump the chest 30 

times. Place the heel of your 

hand with the other hand on 

top of it in the  center of the 
chest. Press down about 1/2 to 2 
inches per compression. Repeat 
until help arrives. This for is Adult 
CPR. 

For infants use 2 fingers in the 
center of the chest for compres-
sions (1/2) inches. And for chil-
dren use the palm of one hand. 
(1) inch. Remember this is not a 
good substitute. Please learn 
CPR. 

For unconscious patient, no 

breathing or heartbeat, per-

form CPR, until help arrives. If 

patient is unconscious with 

breathing and a heartbeat, lay 

them on their left side. Keep 

checking to make sure the 

breathing doesnõt stop.  

                                                                                                                   
BE SAFE      Sue Newman  

Drowning   
 

There are many causes of 

drowning. Most of the causes 

are preventable. Here is a short 

list of some of the possible 

causes. Boating accidents, un-
supervised children, diving ac-

cidents, falling through thin ice, 

fatigue or exhaustion, drug or 

alcohol use, inability to swim, 

muscle cramps, water sport in-

juries, seizure, stroke or heart 

attack. The list goes on and on.  

There are also many ways that 

children can drown in their own 

home . It only takes 3 to 6 
inches to drown, (just  enough 

to cover the mouth and the 

nose).  Swimming pools are a 

very common and preventable 

way, bathtubs, washing ma-

chines, buckets of water, and 

believe it or not, toilets. About 

8% of drowning is toddlers that 

have fallen into the toilet head-

first. Toddlers are very top 

heavy, and they donõt have 

the upper body strength to pull 

them selves back out. It basi-

cally boils down to supervision, 

and common sense. Think of 

possible ways to prevent 

drowning, before it occurs.  If 

someone is drowning, your 

safety comes first.  The first thing 

you do is call 911.  If an adult is 

in the lake drowning, donõt go 

into the water  after them. You 

can try to reach them with a 

branch or something similar, or 

you can try to throw a rope, or 

some sort of flotation device. If 

nothing is available, you will 

have to wait for Fire and Res-

cue.  

If the person gets to shore, or 
may already be on shore some of 
the signs that you may see are, 
blue or pale skin on the face and 
lips, cough with clear with frothy 
pink sputum, decreased con-
sciousness, or total loss of con-
sciousness, labored or no breath-

ing, weak or no heartbeat.  

I urge every one to take a   

certified course in CPR.              

It save lives . 

CPR     
 

(1) Scene Safety.  Donõt become 

another victim.  

(2) Check Victim.  Tap and shout. 

(3) Call 911 



 

 

Top 10 Facts about the Royalton Fire & Rescue 
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1. 1886 Royalton organized its first fire company.  
They had no equipment except a silk flag for 
parades. 

2. 1888 The city council purchased a small steam 
fire engine, hose cart and 1000 feet of hose.  

3. 1902 the City purchased the W. S. Nott 
Steamer (see page 9). 

4. 1922 The first Fire Engine was purchased right 
after the water tower was installed.  The Com-
pany was changed to Unity Fire Company. 

5. The fire department was a social as well as a 
practical factor of the village.  The biggest 
event they held was the Firemenôs Ball. 

6. The early firemen were strict on discipline. 
Regular meetings were held twice a month;  
One for the transaction of business, and the 
other for practice.  Any member not present 
at a meeting was fined 25 cents.  

7. The First Rescue Department for Royalton 
was organized in 1982. 

8. The First Female Firefighter in Royalton was 
Bernie Haldenwanger, 1985. 

9. The current number of Fire and Rescue Peo-
ple is 37. 

10.  The current Fire Chief is Tom Weinand and 
the current Rescue Squad Pres. is Karen Dub-
bin.  

Thanks to All 

The Royalton American Legion 

Auxiliary would like to thank all 

of the business people of Royal-

ton and everyone else who 

bought poppies, for their very generous do-

nations!  

The money will be used for our veterans and 

VA hospital programs. 

The 8th Annual All -Wheels Rodeo was another colossal hit.  The Royalton Police, Fire & Rescue De-

partments would like to thank all who helped out at the Rodeo.  Each of the 184 children who at-

tended received a T -shirt, a goodie bag with òFun In the Sunó items, and a pizza & root beer lunch.  

We also gave away 14 bikes, 22 scooters, skateboards and rip-sticks, along with 13 assorted water 

toys and 1 grand prizeña Bonsai Water Slide.  The bike winners were: Will Gorecki, Juliana Strusz, 

Cater Petron, Joryden Hausenfleck, Alex Gottwalt, Allyson Waletski, Logan Crenna, Sidney Fisher, 

Adam Weinand, Hannah Cimenski, Jordan Malikowski, Niccole Dumler, Justin Schneider and Autumn 

All Wheels RodeoñHuge Success   


